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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

This invention relates to the field of music. More specifically, the invention comprises an 
accessory holder which can be attached to a prior art microphone stand, music stand, or similar 
article. 

2. Description of the Related Art. 

Modem musical bands typically perform with a wealth of electronic amplification equipment. 
Mcrophones are commonly used. For those musicians playing instruments, it is common to mount 
the microphone on a separate stand. FIG. 1 shows a prior art microphone stand 10. A heavy base 
(not shown) rests on the floor. Tube 12 extends upward fi'om the base. Locking collet 14 mounts 
to the top of tube 12. Mast 18 esctends upward through locking collet 14. It carries microphone clip 
20 which, in turn, mounts microphone 22. Cord 24 leads to the amplification equipment. 

Those skilled in the art will know that the height of microphone 22 is adjusted by loosening 
locking collet 14 and sliding mast 18 in and out of tube 12. Once the desired height is obtained, 
locking collet 14 is turned clockwise until it is tight. This action fiictionally engages mast 18 within 
tube 12. Those skilled in the art will also know that the particular type of microphone stand shown 
is but one of many. The features depicted are typical, however. It is also true that similar stands are 
used for other purposes, such as holding sheet music. 

While not intending to cast aspersions on musicians in general, it is commonly known that 
many memb^s of that profession like to smoke and drink while performing. This presents a dilemma 
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for the musician. He or she must generally use both hands to play the instrument. A beverage or 
cigarette must therefore be laid down somewhere on the stage, producing trip and fire hazards. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises an accessory holder designed to attach to amicrophone stand 
or similar article. The microphone stand has a lower tube, a locking collet on the top of the lower 
tube, and a mast extending upward fi'om the locking collet. The accessory holder has a top mount 
with a mast receiver that slips around the mast just over the top of the locking collet. The accessory 
holder also has a clip designed to slip around and engage the mast below the locking collet in order 
to lock the holder to the microphone stand. A variety of holding devices can be aflSxed to the 
accessory holder, includmg devices configured to hold an ashtray, a beverage, and a pick. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is an isometric view, showing a prior art microphone stand. 
FIG. 2 is an isometric view, showing the present invention. 
FIG. 3 is an isometric view, showing the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is an isometric view, showing the installation of the present invention. 
FIG. 5 is an isometric view, showing the installation of the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is an isometric view, showing the installation of the present invention. 
FIG. 7 is an isometric view, showing the present invention m use. 
FIG. 8 is an isometric view, showing the present invention m use. 
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FIG. 9 is an isometric view, showing an alternate embodiment made of molded plastic. 



REFERENCE NUMERALS IN THE DRAWINGS 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Returning briefly to FIG. 1, the reader will observe that locking collet 14 has top surface 16. 
The locking collets vary from type to type of microphone stand, but they all have a diameter which 
is larger than the diamet^ of mast 18. Some have flat top surface 16 and some are other shapes, but 
they all have a top surface which is a greater diameter than mast 18. This fact is used to advantage 
by the present invention. The reader should bear in mind that a microphone stand is merely used as 
an example throughout this disclosure. Any type of stand having features similar to those shown in 
FIG. 1 is suitable for mounting the present invention. Thus, the present invention can be used with 
music stands, drum mounting hardware, and the like. 

FIG. 2 shows accessory holder 26. Its various elements attach to top mount 28, which has 
an upper surface and a lower sur&ce. Mast receiver 44 is located near the center of top mount 28. 
It is essentially a slot, havmg one open side and one closed side. Neck 42 is a slight constriction 
located between the open side of the slot and mast receiver 44. Top mount 28 preferably includes 
one or more pick holders 46, which are configured to receive picks used for playing guitars, 
mandolins, and the like. 

Wall 50 connects ash tray shelf 32 to top mount 28. Tray shelf 32, which is generally circular, 
is bounded by wall 50 and three upturned tabs 48. Wail 52 connects beverage holder 66 to top 
mount 28. Beverage holder 66 is formed by beverage shelf 34 and two beverage arms 36. 

Wall 52 is also used to attach clip 30. This feature, which is typically made of resili^t metal, 
is also a slot having one open end and one closed end. Tube recdver 40 is an approximately circular 
form located near its center. Neck 38 lies between tube receiver 40 and the open end of the slot. 
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FIG. 3 shows accessoiy holder 26 from a different perspective. Like numerals designate like 
features throu^out this disclosure. 

FIG. 4 shows the installation of the device onto a prior art microphone stand. The user slides 
top mount 28 over lockmg collet 14, with mast receiver 44 slippmg over mast 18. Accessory holder 
26 is preferably made of resili^t material - such as metal or plastic. Neck 42 is just wide enough to 
allow mast recover 44 to snap over mast 18 (preferably with a small amount of elastic deformation, 
so that mast receiver 44 frictionally engages mast 18). Clip 30 likewise snaps over tube 12, with tube 
receiver 40 surrounding tube 12. Clip 30 may be made of very resilient material - such as spring 
steel. This allows neck 38 to be made sagnificantly smaller than tube 12 so that clip 30 snaps smartly 
into position on tube 12. 

FIG. 5 shows the invention in its installed position. The arrow indicates the direction in which 
the user pushes the device to install it on the microphone stand. Top mount 28 then rests over top 
surface 16 of locking collet 14. Owing to this orientation, any weight placed on accessory holder 26 
will be transmitted primarily to top surface 16 of locldng collet 14. 

FIG. 6 illustrates the fact that the invention can be rotated around the microphone stand in 
the installed position. Thus, the user can easily select a desired rotational orientation. Once this 
position is achieved, fiiction tends to hold the device in place. 

FIG. 7 shows the invention actually holding accessories. Bottle 56 has been placed on 
beverage shelf 34. Those skilled in the art will realize that beverage holder 66 will also 
accommodate cans, cups, glasses, and similar beverage containers. Pick 54 is retained within a pick 
holder 46. Ashtray 58 is secured by tiay shelf 32 and the three tabs 48. Cigarette 60 may then be 
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placed in ashtray 58. Of course, tray shelf 32 can accommodate many things other than an ash tray. 
As one example, it can be used to hold a small dish for mints. 

FIG. 8 shows a closer view of the same assembly. The reader will observe that top mount 28 
rests on top of locking collet 14. Clip 30 stabilizes the device in the position shown. Heavy objects, 
such as full liquid bottles can be placed in the invention without fear of its coming loose. Because 
it transmits the load directly to the microphone stand - which is a very sturdy article - heavy objects 
do not pose a problem. 

The version of the invention shown in FIGs. 2 through 8 rq)resrats a sheet metal product 
made by stamping and forming. Those skilled in the art will realize that many other methods could 
be used to make the invention. FIG. 9 shows a molded plastic ver^on designated as molded 
accessory holder 62. Certain shapes have been altered to conform to principles of plastic design, but 
the reader will appreciate that the basic components are the same. Of course, the use of molded 
plastic allows the integration of some components. As one example, integral ashtray 64 can be 
molded as part of the accessory holder, thereby eliminating the need for a separate ash tray. An 
integrally molded dish could be substituted for the integral ashtray (It would likely be the same shape 
without the cigarette-holding relief cuts). 

The preceding description contains significam detail regarding the novel aspects of the 
present invention. It should not be construed, however, as limiting the scope of the mvention but 
rather as providing illustrations of the preferred embodiments of the invention. Thus, the scope of 
the invention should be fixed by the following claims, rather than by the examples ffvea. 



